
 
 

CHECKLISTS 
Lists are not exhaustive and may include things you don't need or exclude things you do need - 

use this as a base and make changes as needed 

  

THE VEHICLE & TRAILER/CARAVAN – BEFORE THE TRIP 

Annual servicing of vehicle done 

Check expiration date on vehicle & trailer/caravan Licence Disks 

Check tyres, including spares, on vehicle and trailers/caravan 

Check you have the keys for any tyre locks on spare tyres 

General vehicle check - wipers, oil levels etc. 

Clean, disinfect and check water tanks for leaks on trailer/caravan 

Check gas bottles are full 

  

GENERAL - BEFORE THE TRIP 

Check expiration date on Driver’s Licence & that it’s in the car 

 Travelling cash* for toll roads & possibly fuel 

 *If travelling in another country, cash in small denominations/coins  

 A credit card (“opened” for foreign travel if applicable) 

 A debit card (“opened” for foreign travel if applicable) 

 A backup map/route plan in the event your GPS has a problem 

 Vehicle papers if travelling outside of the country 

 Entertainment for the back passengers 

 Cellphone (charged) 

GPS (preferably with route pre-loaded) & Charger 

Insurance Contact Details and Roadside Assistance Contact Details 

 

 

  



 
   

CHECKLISTS 
Lists are not exhaustive and may include things you don't need or exclude things you do need - 

use this as a base and make changes as needed 

 

THE VAN/TRAILER CHECKLIST 

Safety, Breakdown, Recovery Equipment 

Roadside emergency Triangles & Vests  Jumper cables 

Tyre Pressure gauge Air Compressor 

Jack & spanner to change tyres Block for Jack 

Puncture Repair Kit Towing straps & equipment 

Basic toolbox Fire extinguisher 

Spare fuses Heavy duty gloves 

Duct Tape Superglue/General Adhesive 

Multi-Tool  

  

Electrical 

Extension cords Electrical adapters 

Blue caravan plug AC/DC converter 

Portable dual battery system Deep-cycle battery 

Portable solar panels PowerBank 

  

  

Lighting 

Flashlights Headlamps 

General Lighting Chargers & batteries for lights 

Gas lamps, mantle & wicks Matches/Lighter 

  

  



 

 

Set-up  

Levelling Blocks Spirit Level 

Tarp/Gazebo Windbreaker 

Ground Sheet Tent Pegs 

Tents & Extensions Tent Poles 

Ropes Bungee Cords 

Cable Ties Rubber Mallet 

Tent Repair Kit Sliders and S Hooks 

Water Hose Water Storage 

Bedding – Pillows, Sleeping Bags, Linen Blankets 

Mattress Stretchers 

Mozzie Net Bathroom & Swimming Towels 

Chairs Table/s 

Dishwash Stand and draining board Brooms & Dustpan 

Handheld Vacuum Cleaner Dustbin 

  

  

Cooking & Braai Equipment 

Gas Bottles & Keys Cooker Tops / Skottel & Extensions 

Braai Grid Grid Brush 

Braai Tongs Potjie Pot & Stand if flat-bottomed 

Bread/Baking Tin Wood & Charcoal 

Firelighters Matches/Lighters 

  

  

  



 

 

Kitchen Equipment 

Cutlery Plates & Bowls 

Kitchen Knives Mugs 

Cutting Board Glasses & Tumblers 

Can Opener, Bottle Opener Corkscrew 

Egg Flipper, Spatula, Wooden Spoon Pots & Pans 

Kettle – Electric, Gas or Braai Toaster – Electric or Braai 

Coffee Maker – Electric, Gas or Braai Flask 

Mini Oven/Air Fryer/HotPot/Other Portable Washing Machine 

Cooler Box Freezer Blocks 

Portable Fridge/Freezer Ice Maker 

Storage Containers Storage Bags & Bin Bags 

Tin Foil Paper Towel & Serviettes 

Dishwash Cloths, Sponges etc Drying Cloths 

Dishwashing Liquid All-Purpose Cleaner/Disinfectant 

Clothes Detergent & Fabric Softener  Bug Spray 

Cooking Oils Sauces & Dressings 

Spices, Salt & Pepper, Herbs Flour/Bread & Baking Ingredients 

Tea, Coffee, Hot Chocolate Sugar 

Dry Foods - Pasta Snacks – Crisps, Pretzels etc. 

Pre-prepared meal/s Meat – Tinned/Fresh/Frozen 

Vegetables – Tinned/Fresh/Frozen Fruit – Tinned/Fresh 

Clothes Pegs & Drying Frame/Line Basin & Bath Plugs 

  

  

  



 

 

Entertainment 

Portable TV satellite Dish Kit & Monitor DSTV Decoder & Card 

Laptop & Charger Tablets/Phones & Chargers 

Binoculars Bird, Animal, Insect, Guide Books 

Camera, Lenses, Chargers, Batteries Board Games & Cards 

Mountain Bike  Books & Magazines 

Toys & Bikes for the Kids Inflatables & Tubes / Lifejackets 

Ocean & Inland watersport gear – create your own specialised list 

Hiking & Climbing gear – create your own specialised list 

Other: Golf, Bowls, Tennis, Squash – read up on activities available at the site 

    

  

  

Toiletries 

Carry Bag & Toiletry Bag Shampoo & Conditioner 

Soap / Body Wash Toothbrush & Toothpaste 

Moisturiser & Body Cream Floss 

Lip Balm Sunscreen 

Insect Repellent Surface Sanitizer 

First Aid Kit Disposable Gloves 

Personal Medications Brush & Comb 

Hair Dryer Nail File / Nail Kit 

Shaving Gear Shower Floor Mat 

  

  

  



 

 

Clothes – Take season and conditions into account when packing 

Underwear Sleepwear 

Shorts T-shirts, Shirts 

Trousers, Jeans Dresses, Ski Pants 

Jersey, Fleeces, Jacket Tracksuit 

Gloves, Beanie, Scarf Wet weather geaar 

Sandals (also for the shower!) Closed Shoes 

Swimwear Sunhat, Golf cap  

Socks Sandals  

  

  

Sanitation – Road Vehicles Sanitation – Off-Road Vehicles 

Chemical Toilet Small shovel 

Cleaning Fluids for Chemical Toilet Bush Loo Seat 

  

  

Travelling with Pets 

Stakes / Lead Leashes 

Poop Bags & Pooper Scooper Bedding 

Water & Food Bowls ID Tags 

Fencing / Kennel Vaccination Cards 

  

Add your own stuff here… 

  

  

  

 


